Gynecologic infections in human immunodeficiency virus-infected women.
The maturation of the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome epidemic has now claimed more than 12 million women worldwide, the majority in undeveloped countries where human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and sexually transmitted infections coexist and interact synergistically. Among HIV-infected women, there is excessive morbidity due to sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and gynecologic disorders. This review summarizes the expanding understanding of vaginal flora, vaginitis, cervicitis, pelvic inflammatory disease, and genital ulcer disease in HIV-infected women. In addition to the altered clinical course, complications, and management difficulties of STDs, some gynecologic infections may influence HIV transmission as well as the vertical transmission of HIV to the newborn. Finally, severe immunodeficiency allows unusual opportunistic pathogens to invade the upper and lower genital tract. Control and prevention of gynecologic infections in HIV-positive and HIV-negative women are key components to preventing further HIV transmission.